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DIVISION 42:  SWAN RIVER TRUST - 
Supplementary Information No B5. 

Question:  The Chairman, Mr McRae, queried ‘are we able to determine whether the nutrient flow through one 
of the major tributaries of the lower end of the Canning, Bannister Creek is a major point source of nutrient 
input into the Canning, or is the nutrient load increase from the upper reaches of the Canning.  The Bannister 
Creek Catchment Group is recognised as one of the leading community-based catchment management and 
rehabilitation groups in our State and also nationally.  Will Bannister Creek continue to be used as a model? 

Answer:  There is no evidence of an increase in loads in the Swan-Canning in the last decade.  However annual 
nutrient loads vary annually and are strongly affected by annual rainfall.  Trends in water quality for the major 
tributaries of the Swan-Canning system are shown in the attachment.  [A copy is held by the Committee.] 
As the Bannister Creek catchment contains significant areas of urban, industrial and semi rural land use and has 
a shallow groundwater table it has slightly elevated nutrient concentrations and is a source to the Canning.  
However, its loadings are not unusual when compared to other tributaries in similar areas such as Mill St Main 
Drain and South Belmont Main drain.  Attachment 1 shows water quality is generally best in the catchments 
rising on the Darling Plateau where the soil conditions are more robust.  However, the Swan-Canning Cleanup 
Program (SCCP) must still seek to improve or maintain water quality in these catchments also. 
The Bannister Creek Catchment Group has been extremely successful in changing community attitudes and 
improving the health of the Bannister Creek.  The catchment management network facilitated by the Swan 
Catchment Centre, with funding assistance from SCCP, ensures information exchange and uptake of the most 
successful projects by all catchment groups.  As Bannister Creek is identified as a second priority focus 
catchment in the SCCP Action Plan it will continue to be involved in SCCP projects.   

Question:  The Chairman, Mr McRae, asked, is the increase in nutrient load into the Canning coming from 
upstream in the foothills, for example, from facilities such as Araluen Golf Course- or is the lower catchment, 
which is typified by input of Bannister Creek, showing a higher rate of increase in nutrient load as a point 
source for the lower catchment? 

Answer:  There is no evidence of an overall increase in loads in the Swan-Canning in the last decade.  Due to 
shallow water-table, soil conditions and the mix of land uses in catchments on the Coastal Plain, a number of 
these show some elevation in nutrient concentrations. The Trust is seeking to improve water quality into the 
future through appropriate land use decisions and improved land management practices throughout the 
catchment.  Priority focus catchments include catchments in both the foothills and on the coastal plain. 
 


